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The grasshopper and the Bell Cricket
The juxtaposition of sadness and beauty is one of the main themes in this article. In Japan, bell crickets are a symbol of autumn and signal winter. The change from summer to autumn also connects to death; hence the crickets have a sad implication. The author, therefore, associates the beauty and joy of the bell cricket song to the slippery nature of life. The theme is also well illustrated in the interaction of Fujio and Kiyoko. The two of them are ignorant of the connection and chemistry that exists between them, evidenced by the reflection of joy towards each other. The moment holds both the beauty of a deep relationship but sadness in their inability to recognize its significance (Kawabata 20). While someone may desire something, often they do not understand its value until they look at it from a third eye. 
Individualism is a theme best described by the children's lanterns, especially when creating them. The children lack satisfaction in the lanterns bought from the store and the great length they go to improve them demonstrates nonconformity. The first child chasing the insects used a purchased lamp but later abandoned it for one made individually. The 20 children show a great deal of creativity and individualism by making their lanterns unique and different from each other. All the lamps made are of varying color, shape, and design. The complexity of the design demonstrates nonconformity.
The last three paragraphs of the narration also demonstrate individualism. The bell cricket is adored for its song in the Japanese culture. The songs are unique as the Japanese say male crickets cannot sing alike. On the other hand, the grasshoppers are similar in many ways. The narrator gives Fujio this advice admonishing him to be unique. He advises Fujio to pursue love, which is not comparable. 
While describing the children in this story, an air of innocence is highlighted as a theme. The narration describes the joy and delight of the children while capturing insects. The narrator, who is likely an adult, relieves the memory of his childhood. He relieves the pleasure that he had while catching the insects. 
When Fujio and Kiyoko interact, the childhood theme is further highlighted. Their interaction of love and desire is also described. Fujio loves Kiyoko and tries to capture her attention by giving her a grasshopper from his hand. Although many can take the grasshopper, Fujio gives it to Kiyoko. Kiyoko, in her childhood innocence, does not suspect the love and graciously accepts the grasshopper. When Kiyoko takes the grasshopper from Fujio, she puts it in a lantern and announces it to be a bell cricket (Kawabata 2). Fujio takes a look into the lamp and grabs the opportunity to admire the beauty of Kiyoko.  The moment is significant and beautiful, and their innocence does not allow the two children to explore it. At this moment, the theme of love is displayed.
Just like the passing of seasons, the joy of a moment may not be understood until it’s gone. Life is fleeting and sometimes it may require the view of a third eye for one to truly appreciate the present.
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